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The Isle au Haut Historical Society Collections Need a New Home
Robert Smith
The Isle au Haut Historical Society has a rich collection of objects, documents,
photographs, and recorded oral histories that provide a picture of life over time on the island.
These items tell a story that starts with a 4000-year-old stone axe head found at low tide in the
Thoroughfare. Sometime midway between the present and the end of the last ice age, someone
fashioned the axe on the island or more likely brought it with them from the mainland in a
dugout or a bark canoe. We can only speculate on whether it was inadvertently dropped
overboard one day, lost in a struggle with heavy weather, or maybe made its way into the sea
while being used as a weapon. The Isle au Haut stone axe provides a tangible connection to an

earlier phase of human life in this part of North America. As is the case with most of the
materials in the Historical Society collections, the axe also tells a more personal story when we
consider that the individual who once owned it fished, dug clams, and probably spent summer
months living on the same ground on Isle au Haut where we walk today. Many other items in
the collections have this same special quality in the stories they tell – informing broadly about
the past, but also connecting in a very personal way to life on this small island.

Stone axe head from Isle au Haut Thorofare donated to the IAHHS
by Leland Small. Photo from IAHHS archive scanned by Harold Van Doren.

The extensive holdings of the Isle au Haut Historical Society include photographs, personal
journals, maps, posters, town records, island store ledgers, household objects, period clothing,
navigational devices, tools, and recorded oral histories. Of the many full-time and seasonal
island residents who have contributed to the collection and organizing of these materials, we
owe a particular debt to the efforts of Virginia MacDonald. She was an Isle au Haut resident for
many years along with her husband, lobsterman Skeet MacDonald, and served as the librarian
in the early 1970s. Inspired by historical records that she found in the island library, Virginia
undertook a multi-year project through which she collected several large trunks of historical
photographs and other materials. She was assisted early along by Lizzie Rich, a fondly
remembered lifelong resident of Isle au Haut and postmistress for more than 60 years. In the
early 1990s, as the project continued to expand, Virginia asked long-time summer resident,
Barbara Brown, if she could organize the materials into an historical archive. This became a
multi-year task that Barbara completed around 1998. In the course of her work, she took the
lead in establishing the Isle au Haut Historical Collections in 1995 as a registered non-profit
entity in the state of Maine. The original incorporators also included island residents, Marcia
Hart-Quinby, Mabelle Chapin, Belvia MacDonald, and Harold Van Doren.
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Meeting of the past and present on Isle au Haut in the early 20th century.
Photo from the IAHHS collections.

This new level of organization helped to energize interest in documenting and sharing
Isle au Haut history, an undertaking that has progressed over the subsequent years with many
contributors. An oral history project was initiated in 1997, supplemented by a few earlier
recorded oral history accounts dating back to the 1960s. Grateful thanks are due to the multiple
participants who have generated and transcribed more than 20 recorded interviews with
long-time year-round and seasonal island residents. The life experiences on Isle au Haut of
those providing and conducting the interviews, individuals too numerous to list in this article,
represent an important part of Isle au Haut’s community history extending back over the last
century.
Harold Van Doren followed Barbara Brown as chair of the Isle au Haut Historical
Collections in 2006. Under his leadership, the non-profit organization was transitioned into the
present Isle au Haut Historical Society in 2011. The following mission statement was formalized
at that time:
“The mission of the Isle au Haut Historical Society is to present and share the history of the
island Isle au Haut and adjacent islands located within the Town through the collection,
preservation, organization, interpretation and exhibition of artifacts, documents, photographs,
oral histories, and any other relevant materials. We seek to increase awareness and
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appreciation of these interesting resources for the educational benefit of our school children,
residents and visitors, and to have our materials and information accessible to all who wish to
investigate the Island’s past, including scholars and researchers.”
The Isle au Haut Historical Society was granted IRS 501c3 tax exempt status in 2013, a
lengthy process with particularly important contributions from Marie Hamly, Pat Cole, and
George Cole. When Harold moved off the island in 2017, Tom Guglielmo agreed to assume
leadership of the Historical Society.
The great challenge now facing the Isle au Haut Historical Society is to support the
mission of securely preserving the historical collections while making these records available to
island residents, interested visitors, and perhaps most importantly to students in the Island
School. As the collections have grown, the historical documents and materials have been
housed in ever more overloaded file cabinets, cardboard boxes, and shelves in the small
meeting room on the first floor of the Isle au Haut Town Hall, to some extent in the Revere
Memorial Library, and in back corners of the offices on the second floor of Town Hall. The
current leadership and membership of the Isle au Haut Historical Society are endeavoring to
establish a suitable home for the historical collections. We have completed a preliminary
assessment of the space requirements for secure storage of the collections plus an additional
modest work area that also could be used for display of selected items. Various proposals have
been suggested in the past, some more feasible and practical than others. These have included
consideration of an addition to Town Hall, use of space in other existing buildings, or just
scanning most of the materials and transferring them to a museum on the mainland. An
additional option would be to construct a small, dedicated building near Town Hall and the
library, perhaps a structure that could add its own element to island history through an exterior
design reminiscent of a traditional fisherman’s bait shack.
At this time, we invite input from the community. Your ideas could help to meet this
challenge. Those with suggestions or interest in joining the effort should contact a board
member, become a member of the Isle au Haut Historical Society, or just attend any of our
upcoming meetings.

Special thanks to Leland Small, who discovered the native American axe head and donated it to
the IAHHS. Thanks also to the many individuals not named in this article for reasons of brevity
who have who have donated historical materials, conducted or provided oral history interviews,
or otherwise generously contributed their time to the IAHHS.
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Skeet and Jin…A Love Story
Heather Dunham

On a long-ago Isle au Haut, when the Clubhouse at Point Lookout was a thriving vacation spot, a
young teenage girl, working as a waitress, saw a man and boldly proclaimed to her fellow
co-workers, “I’m going to marry him”. Forrest “Skeet” MacDonald was a fisherman on the island
who often helped Jasper Chapin take guests of Point Lookout out for a day on the water. He
was a bachelor in his late twenties when he happened to join the clubhouse staff at the dock
where they often went in the evening to socialize. Virginia “Jini” Barbour was introduced to him
after her statement and in 1932, he at the age of 32 and she just 18, did marry. Her parents,
throughout their courting days, kept saying, “What do you want with that old man?”. Jini, a bit
stubborn, knew her heart. In 1934, while living in what is now the Chamberlain house in town,
they had their only child, Collie (named after a character in a Zane Gray novel), and soon
thereafter moved into the ell of the house that would be their home for 60 years, renting first
from Fred Cousins and then purchasing the home for the astounding sum of $600.
Throughout their years, Skeet supported his family as a fisherman. He started lobstering at a
very young age, leaving school in the eighth grade to support his mother and siblings after his
father passed and hauled his last trap at the age of 90, holding the title as the oldest licensed
fisherman in the state. He was often heard saying, “There were years I thought I was going to
be a very rich man and years I thought my family would starve…neither happened”. Being a
fisherman’s wife is not easy. There is a constant worry in the back of your mind, and you don’t
really relax until the boat is on the mooring at the end of the day. Jini was no exception to this
rule. She would have a potato baking in the old cookstove in the kitchen, and supper prepared,
the cookie jar full, and fresh bread on the counter cooling, as she sat in the late afternoon
knitting and watching from the window to see the Poozie come into the thoroughfare. Many
people, I am sure, remember Jini blowing her whistle from the front porch to call Skeet to
supper when he was down at the shore. In later years, she would take her book, drive the old
Scout down to the dock, and wait for her husband, the walk from the shore to the house being
too much after a day on the water.
They were a devoted pair. You didn’t say Skeet without adding “and Jin”. I loved watching them
together. At 90 years old, my grandfather would still take a dishtowel and give my grandmother
a smack on the bottom with it, a twinkle in his eye. Meema (as she was known to family) would
give a “Oh for chrissakes Skeet” but there was always a smile playing at the corner of her
mouth. When my grandfather died at the age of 92 my grandmother spent the remaining 21
years of her life still married, in her heart, to her lifelong love.
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Skeet and Virginia MacDonald circa 1940.
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My Relationship with The Church and Ted
Harold Van Doren
When I was writing my book “An Island Sense of Home,” published in 2012, I wanted to include
stories about the Island and its people. The Church’s minister, Ted Hoskins, was one of the most
important members of the community, so I included a chapter about him.
In the 1950’s, the church had both a morning and an evening service. The morning service was
attended mostly by “summer people” and the evening service primarily by the “year ’rounders.”
I went to the morning services with my father and the evening services with my neighbors,
Maurice and Helen Barter. These are some of my favorite memories and I can still hear the
purring of the big ’38 Buick sedan’s engine as Maurice shifted gears when we climbed Bridge
Hill.
The evening service was special to me. Before we went into church, people gathered outside to
chat and look over the western bay to the Meeting House Grounds, a stretch of water that lay
beyond Kimball Island. As I used to go hauling with Maurice, I felt I belonged to both the island’s
fishing and spiritual communities.
The sun settled below the horizon. Inside the church, Lizzie Rich, with a mouthful of matches
climbed up on a stepstool, pulled down the big chandelier and lit all twelve of the
double-wicked kerosene lanterns. Their soft glow spread over the pews, adding to a sense of
intimacy.
At this time, the church had “summer ministers” who would come for a month at a time. I
remember the reverends’ surnames well: Hoskins (Ted’s father), Powell, DeWitt, Nye, Van Kirk,
and Fisher. Their evening services were pruned-down versions of the morning’s ones. The
islanders were older folk and as I sneaked peeks of them sitting respectfully at prayer, I
wondered how they envisioned God. We sang hymns out of the “brown” hymnal, an older one
used before the newer “green” and “red” ones came into usage. “Now the Day is Over” and
“The Old Rugged Cross” were standards.
I think it was in the later 60’s that Ted Hoskins took his father’s place as minister and lived on
the island for a year or two. He became the sole minister. Gradually, evening services were
abandoned through lack of attendance. Old people had died or moved off. In its place, Ted held
a Sunday evening Bible study group down at the parsonage. Some Point Lookout folks, such as
the Nelsons and the Stanburys were usually there. These meetings were very informative, as
Ted was a strong Bible scholar and could give us a modern historical perspective on ancient
events.
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The Church of Isle au Haut, Summer 2020. Mary Fennell.

8

The meeting lasted for about an hour. The Bible study group would file out and and therein would troop
an “adult discussion group,” mostly made up of islanders who had grown up with Ted: Bob and Gerry,
Bernadine and Billy, Jack and Belvia, Gordon and Mabelle. At this get-together, we planned annual
clambakes, talked about nitty-gritty island concerns, and frequently there was a lot of reminiscing and
great humor.
Until the 1990’s, I helped periodically to clear the field between the church and the road and with the
church’s annual clambake. Over the years, the weather had damaged the roofs on both the church and
the parsonage. With a declining congregation and less funding, necessary repairs had not been made. A
refinished ceiling in the sanctuary had been damaged by water leaking and the parsonage had an outside
wall open to rodents.
I loved the church. Some nights, I used to go up and sit in it by myself, just to be in that sacred space and
seek guidance. As my father wrote in his hymn, I came “to contemplate the peace of mind that only
those can know.” I couldn’t stand to see the building fall down, so one Sunday, I made up a call and
response song, got up and sang it in front of the congregation. Gradually, folks joined in. We finished it
off by singing “When the Saints Go Marching In.” It was a plea for funding, and it worked! Generous
donors ponied up, and we were able to get things fixed.
As a result of my enthusiasm, interest, and not getting my hand down in time, I ended up chairing the
church’s board of trustees for many years, and I’m grateful to have been given that opportunity. I feel a
lot was accomplished. Of course, like so many other churches, ours has faced a dwindling congregation
and had a hard time raising money. Both the church and the parsonage require expensive upkeep, so the
challenge of adequate funding will be an ongoing one. The specter of it ultimately becoming sold as the
sanctuary was in the 1969 movie, “Alice’s Restaurant” is always with me.
Ted and I lived next to each other on the East Side, both bordering Rich’s Cove. In 1955, my father
bought a 1936 Ford roadster from Ted’s father, Fred. This car was in pretty rough shape, as Ted had
driven it for all it was worth. It is a rare teenaged boy who is delicate with a car. There are apocryphal
stories of him driving at night with lights blinking out, steering by the trees. From the dents on the
fenders, there must have been a few miscues!
In my teens, I started to drive the car, and it was such a hot little wagon that I couldn’t resist driving it
just as hard as Ted had. The lights went out a couple of times with me, too, and I added my own set of
dents. Ted and I never compared notes about the Ford. I think that was a part of his life he needed to
leave behind when he became a minister.
Bless you, Ted, you have done more to hold the island together spiritually and help its fishing community
than anyone I know.
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Ted Hoskins , Isle au Haut church, Summer 2000.
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Ted Hoskins Oral History
An excerpt from an interview conducted, recorded and transcribed by Kris Carlson-Lewis of Ted Hoskins
at the Isle au Haut Parsonage on August 22, 2012.
You can listen to the entire interview and read the transcript of this interview and many others at the IAH
Historical Society website.
KRIS: When did you see the most significant changes here on Isle au Haut over the years? Was it when
the electricity came? Or telephone?
TED: Electricity was important, telephones were important. We had quite a lot of discussion about
telephones and about electricity. One thing, the summer people were worried it was going to spoil the
island ‘cause you’d have these lines all over. They didn’t want to see the lines. So, a lot of them paid extra
to go underground to their houses and that kind of stuff. We all had to chip in a certain amount of
money to get on the power grid. Pat Tully and young Stan Dodge were key people in that.

Bog at the top of Grant’s Hill, Head Harbor. Summer 2020. Mary Fennell
KRIS: I can remember coming up in the early 80’s and neither one of those was, at least when we were
staying at Staige’s, the generator would go on in the evening for a few hours. That was it for the
generator. There was no phone at that time, just the ship to shore.
TED: Well, we didn’t even have that. Somebody from Westport would call up about this crisis or
something. It would come up to Buster [Aldrich]. Buster would maybe write it down and maybe bring it
out the next day. Maybe find me and maybe not. And then of course, I couldn’t answer until I went back
some time. And you knew darn good and well that by the time you got onto the mainland to make a call
back, whatever the crisis was, was handled one way or the other. That was a pretty good insulation. You
were really able to get away from it all. And then telephones came. So, I think telephones and electricity
were two major changes. Of course, after the war
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Ted Hoskins from a painting hanging in the Town Hall by Jeff Burke.
was a major change. People started coming back in greater numbers and then the boat company began
to service people more. Stan used to run the mail boat, 25 cents you could go over. But, you didn’t do it. I
remember when we were first here, we wouldn’t go over more than once a month to the mainland.
Nothing there until the bridge got more use. When we first came there was a toll on the bridge.
KRIS: The one near Sedgewick? Was there?
TED: But, then that dropped out.
KRIS: So, that didn’t provide any incentive for people to go anywhere?
TED: There was nothing in Stonington. There was Freedman’s. There was…you’d go over and there was a
barbershop and there was Webb’s store. There was a garage there. Cousin’s and Small garage, in where
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the Fisherman’s Friend Restaurant is now down on the shore. And the blacksmith shops, I remember
going to the blacksmith shops. There were two blacksmiths in town. Judkin’s was right down near where
Co-op Two is, on the same side as the Coop building. And we loved to watch him pounding out all kinds
of things. That was a while ago.
KRIS: Some of the occupations that were so big over the years you don’t really see much anymore.
TED: Nope, not much blacksmith work. Not that kind of blacksmith work. They had to work on drags and
stuff like that, you know for scallops.
KRIS: When did you first have a car out here?
TED: Oh, I don’t know. Miss Lizzie or Miss Ava [Rich], which was it had an old car and she would let Dad
borrow it. It was an old A or a T, one or the other? Maybe once a month we might go down to the pond.
The end of the pond wasn’t as it is now that everyone swims down there. It was just junk then. We used
to swim up at the head of the pond down below the farm. It was all mucky but nonetheless, that’s where
it was and that’s where we went. Somewhere after I was being minister, a bunch of us kids decided to
bring sand down and build a beach down there. So after church, we’d get the town truck and go over to
the sand pit or gravel pit and shovel a truck full of sand. And take it down and put it down. We did that
time after time until we got all that sand down at the foot of the pond down there. That’s where that
came from.
KRIS: That’s why there’s a beach there?
TED: We lugged that all.
KRIS: For all of your efforts…oh, wow!
TED: A whole bunch of us guys, the same ones that run out and do stuff. Yup, and…
KRIS: So, I know when you retired from the Westport [CT] church, you went with the Seacoast Mission.
How did you find that change for you? Was that a positive because you really liked it along the coast?
TED: Oh, yeah! I knew a lot of the guys and I had done enough fishing here so I could talk to the guys on
other islands. I enjoyed being on the boat. I did that for about a decade, I guess. It was good. I loved it.
Very, very good.

Staying in Touch with Linda and Ted
Linda and Ted moved from Blue Hill to Portland in November, 2019, to be near Linda’s daughter,
Whitney, who lives nearby in Falmouth. They bought a small, cozy home in a lovely
neighborhood that Ted liked right away. Ted is frail and his memory sketchy, but definitely not
gone.
Ted and Linda would love phone calls and also a visit post-Covid when that time comes.
He's still as sociable and people-oriented as ever.
Ted's phone: 207-400-1473. Linda's: 203-554-1555

13

Ted enjoying a lobster dinner. Portland, 2021. Linda Hoskins.

K.C.’s Corner
Kris Carlson-Lewis

Although our historical society has been silent this year from a public perspective, I have been
quite busy behind the scenes. I attended a seminar on photo preservation/storage as a
precursor to appropriately storing and cataloging the numerous photos in our collection. The
only accomplishment in the photo arena this summer was creating templates for and making
the requisite storage packets for the tintypes found in our photo collections.
Speaking of photographs, I want to acquaint you with a few online sources of island
photographs, the first being a few links provided by Kevin Johnson of the Penobscot Marine
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Museum: Deer Isle—Stonington Historical Society Collection; all Isle au Haut photos across the
collections; and how to obtain historic prints from the Penobscot Marine Museum. Some
photographs and/or individuals remain unidentified. If you have additional information, contact
Kevin Johnson at the Penobscot Marine Museum: IAH in Deer Isle-Stonington Collection,
IAH in all collections and https://penobscotmarinemuseum.org/historic-photo-prints/

Another source of old photographs of the island of interest are part of the Turner family papers
housed at the University of Maine. Thank you Alison for sharing this link.
With regard to documents in the collection, efforts are underway to transcribe some of these
written documents for the following reasons: many older documents are written in old style
English making interpretation difficult, the ink has become very faint and illegible in areas, the
different styles of handwriting can be difficult to decipher, and many individuals are unable to
read cursive writing. The hope is to eventually scan these documents with a corresponding print
copy for reference as needed.
Alphabetical indexing of old IAH store ledgers from the mid-1800s is underway. The ledgers are
a valuable and often underutilized source of information on individuals, businesses and
boats/schooners connected to the island. It can offer a wealth of material regarding what
families purchased during that time frame, identify occupations of individuals through their
purchasing habits, sale of their wares or products or other transactions including business
transactions processed through the store for different individuals or entities. Some accounts
identify certain individuals with particular boats or schooners. With an alphabetical index,
researchers will be able to easily locate individuals within the ledgers. The goal is to combine
the index with each ledger as it is scanned to allow easy lookup “down the road apiece.”
The historical society continues to receive individual queries which are responded to in as
timely a manner as possible. I have enjoyed the contacts stemming from these family
connections to the island.
Research on island families continues with a primary focus on those families living on the island
in the 1800’s. A summary of each family is being drafted based on a variety of sources, at least
that is the ultimate goal. Whether it is attainable remains to be seen!
Please see the accompanying summary of attendance at the MAM Annual Conference to find
out what is happening on the historical front in Maine…these are some of the projects being
worked on during this time of isolation!
All the best in the New Year,
Kris Carlson-Lewis

15

Moore’s Harbor, Summer, 2020, Mary Fennell.

Maine Archives and Museums Annual Conference
Kristen Carlson-Lewis
I recently took the opportunity to attend the annual conference of the Maine Archives and Museums via
Zoom. The conference was held October 8 (afternoon) and October 9 (morning). The impetus for
attending was the seminar topic “Preservation Tips.”
The overriding theme of the conference was two-fold: an explosion in the use of the internet in a myriad
of ways by historical archives and museums to connect with the community partially as a result of the
impact of Covid-19 and secondly, expansion of the focus on segments of the population that have by and
large not been fully represented in historic collections across the United States such as Blacks, Native
Americans and immigrants. This has led many institutions to reexamine their purpose and content.
The opening plenary session focused on the Atlantic Black Box Project. This session was presented by
Meadow Dibble and Kate McMahon of the Atlantic Black Box Project. This project focuses on discovering
more about the hidden slave trade and reexamining historical collections from this altered point of view.
The featured speaker of the conference Rainy Tisdale spoke on “Active Collections for Complicated
Times,” an emphasis on leaner collections moving forward and deaccessioning portions of collections
that do not serve the purpose or goals of a particular organization.
● Assessing the impact of past values and assumptions on prior collection efforts
● Interpreting what is in the collection and pertinent to the goal of the institution
● Increasing realization that there are too few staff and/or volunteers to support the collections
many institutions currently hold. Many collections staff and volunteers are increasingly
overwhelmed by projects and ongoing maintenance of current collections
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This overarching refocus has been influenced by the 1619 project, Black Lives Matter movement and the
impact of the COVID-19 situation. Imposed closure of institutions to the public has led to brainstorming
new ways of connecting with the community and ways to bring the contents of these organizations to
people by taking advantage of increasing technology developments. I saw evidence of this in two of the
break-out sessions I attended. One seminar focused on the steps and financing involved in development
of a virtual tour of Castine utilizing an online application and its outcome. This seminar was presented by
Larissa Vigue Picard and Brittany Goetting from the town of Castine. The other seminar focused on
creating a virtual tour on aspects of your community using Powerpoint. This break-out was given by
Kimberly Smith of the Presque Isle Historical Society.
The third session I attended focused on preservation tips for collections as presented by Becky Geller of
the Northeast Document Center. This very informative presentation covered a number of topics
pertinent to our own collection including environmental concerns primarily temperature, humidity, light,
housekeeping and pest management, security and emergency preparedness. It also included the do’s
and don’ts for storage and preservation of historic collections.
The closing speaker, Libby Bischoff from the University of Southern Maine provided a summary of the
various themes running through the conference to end the program.

Boom Beach, Looking SW toward Eastern Ear. Winter 2021. John DeWitt.
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Marshall Island
Kris Carlson-Lewis
Have you ever wondered what islands make up the town of Isle au Haut? Is Marshall Island one of those
islands? I had often pondered that question. To what town did it belong? It may surprise some of you to
learn that Marshall Island is one of a number of unorganized territories in the state of Maine. These
unorganized territories have no local incorporated municipal government. Provision of services and
property tax collection is coordinated between the counties and the state of Maine. Marshall Island in
Hancock County is northeast of Isle au Haut and southeast of Swan’s Island. The island consists of
approximately 985 acres, one of the largest undeveloped islands along the Maine coast.
So has the island been lived on the past? Well, yes, Marshall Island has had a number of inhabitants.
There is some speculation with regard to the earliest residents of the island. The earliest known
ownership was when the Commonwealth of Massachusetts deeded Marshall Island to James Swan [of
Swan’s Island] on 7 Jul 1786 as recorded in the Land Office of Massachusetts.1 Apparently, various
squatters and speculators came and went on the island before 1850. Oliver Lane, a local resident took
possession and title of the island about 1854 and in later years also purchased Little Marshall, or
Ringtown Island in November of 1892.2 After appearing on Marshall Island in the 1850 and 1860
censuses, Oliver Lane subsequently leased the island. When Oliver died in 1902, the island was inherited
by his children.3
Around 1906, the island was leased for logging purposes for a period of eight years.4 Thus, a logging
community sprang up referred to as Ringtown (named after the adjacent Ringtown Island). Along with
logging roads and even a narrow-gauge railway, the logs were hauled to a steam mill on the west side of
the island. After that venture, the island was deserted and there were no further known year-round
residents of the island. Marshall Island remained primarily in the hands of the Lane family until 1936.
From a glimpse of some of the land transactions, it appears Oliver Lane’s son, George, the only surviving
child consolidated various shares inherited by members of the family and sold the majority of the island
to a Clarence E. Howard.5 He subsequently passed away in 1971 and the estate was not settled for some
time.6 A later attempt to establish a development was not supported by the real estate market at the
time.7
Eventually, Marshall Island was purchased by the Maine Coast Heritage Trust between 2003 and 2004 for
$6.3 million and titled the Ed Woodsum Preserve after Harold “Ed” Woodsum, Jr., a gentleman who
served on the board of the Maine Coast Heritage Trust for at least thirty years.8 This final outcome of
nature versus development is highly preferred by many individuals. The island is accessible to one and all
1

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Office Book 5:409 as recorded in Hancock County Registry of Deeds
442:223 dated 21 Aug 1907.
2
Hancock county Registry of Deeds, 280: 231.
3
Maine, Death Records, 1761–1922; Maine, Wills and Probate Records, 1584—1999, Case 6579 of Oliver Lane and
Case 6636 of Elizabeth Lane (Ancestry.com).
4
Hancock Registry of Deeds 437:166.
5
Hancock County Registry of Deeds 702:2.
6
Hancock County Registry of Deeds 1739:540.
7
Charles B .McLane and Carol Evarts McLane, Islands of the Mid-Maine Coast: Penobscot Bay, Vol. I (Gardiner,
Maine: Tilbury House, Publishers and Rockland: The Island Institute, 1997), 431.
8
Maine Coast Heritage Trust (mcht.org); Marshall Island, Wikipedia (en.wikipedia.org).
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by boat with beaches, hiking trails and camping facilities for the adventurous. And if you are passing by
or visiting Marshall Island, you now know a little background history about the island.

Maine Islands, Summer 2020. Mary Fennell
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The Pond at dusk, Summer 2020, Mary Fennell.

Summer Programs 2021
Tom Guglielmo
Last summer your Historical Society met once informally. No minutes were taken.
We also had several evening programs planned and a trip on The Sunbeam to Great Cranberry Island. All
were cancelled. Several of those evening programs have been tentatively planned for this coming
Summer 2021 but have not been rescheduled at this time . Erring on the side of caution, we suspect all
will be postponed once again to the Summer 2022. Stay tuned.
As you can see from this newsletter, we have not been idle and are working to preserve the rich and
cherished history of our beloved Isle au Haut.
I want to thank our tireless secretary Kris Carlson-Lewis, Bob Smith, Linda and Ted Hoskins, Harold Van
Doren, Heather Dunham, John DeWitt, Mary Fennell and Peggi Stevens for their help in assembling this
newsletter.
If you would like to know of our talks, upcoming events, receive emails or make a comment about this
Newsletter or anything else, the Isle au Haut Historical Society would appreciate hearing from you.
Please email us at IsleauHautHistory@gmail.com or write to us at PO Box 7, Isle au Haut, ME 04645.
Thanks
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Island Folks

Shaka, Karen and Theo.

Gerry, Georgia Belle and Grady.

Mike & Bryn

Garrett

Photos by Mary Fennell. Summer 2020.
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